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PLIDE, A MASS OF RUINS, 


oh Wepenhain & Albrecht, Jacob May, ki. L. 
1 W. Leeds, 


Hirschler and Cincinnati House Gone 


Godecke, Goodman & 
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| THE LOSS UPWARDS OF $200,000. 
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NOTHING LUK TUPPLING WALLS LEFT | 


FA OF THE STRUCTUKE. 
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P almost a Block of Buildiugs Wiped Out 
“ By Fire In Less Than Two 
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g ý opera house: forthe moke in the roof 


Mee, Only too plainty located the fire that in 
È, a briof hour proved to be the most dis- 
Sy astrous in the city's history, erta ung 
Ta loss of about $250,000. 
It necded but a moment’s gl: 
Dy convince the on-locker that the 
g building, on the erection of which 
A syndicate of enterprising eltizens spent 
meee over a quarter cf a million dollars in 
ie 1870, was docmed to destruotign. 

On this same spot in 1867 occurred the 
tiwmiorable fire of the “Spinning Wheel 
Corner,” and it was the destruwetion of 
those ancient land mark's that lead to 
the erdetion of the Terre Haute Opra 
Iiyuse which, in its day, was regarded 
ay one of the finest in the West. 

| E was nor strange, thercfore, that as 
iy whe big crowd stood lasi n ght gaping 
© at tue flames as they fast licked wp the 
tig pile, there should be heard, min-l 
gledwith the regrets over the city’s loss, 
expressfors of hope that the fire might 
speedily Jead to the erection of a mod- 
tern ground floor opra house. And per- 
haps no one thing so tnsipired these ex- 
pressions as the thought of whut m ght 
have- cocunred had the opera house | 
T Seen occupicd, for the loss of lite could 
M not have escaped being frightful. Noth- | 
i ing could have saved the big buctiding, | 
Sand the mire though: of what might 
have occurred had the fire happened in 
ihe amusement season, made many peo- 

pie siwdder. 

Entire Department Called. 

The general alarm was immediately 
urned in. but with -rwelve. streams 
playing On the big structure it was soon 
eeon that work must be turned to sav- 
amg the adjacent buildings, Kindly 
hards were ready to lend all possibie 

f assistance in saving valuables, but aft- 

er the Iibrary ineA. M. Higgins’ law 
Office had been carried out the flames 
Delcazmy too intense for further work of 
@alvage, The flames had just begun 
shuotinys from the rovt in the rear of 
ihe opera house, when the door in Hig- 
gins’ office was broken in. The floor on 
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ered with plaster that appeared to have 
T beon thrown down by a heavy concus- 
Tsion or expiosion. 
lass partition in the rear of the opera 
wise auditorium revealed a raging fire 
ul th» stasa Tn less than ten min- 
joe FesCuce= were driven from tne 
as the glass partition crushed 
the fntédee heat. Members of 
dee No 86, F. & A. M.. had 
reoover the ‘lodge records 
ur above, but were speedily 
flames 
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THE OPERA HOUSE, ONCE THE Jr A i 


A look thrcugh the | 
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great was the danger from crumbling 
Í walls and floors that Many persons, 


ordinarily possessed of cool heads, 
stood as if dazed, when tt was suggest- 
ed that property might be saved. W. 
H. Ajbreoh: and Jec:b May were the 
only ones of the tenamts then on tae 
scene, The valuable character of the 
goods in Leeds’ jewelry store deterred 
people from attempting ‘to gain access 
to it in Mr. Geecds absence. This was 
also true ag regards Godecke’s book 
& Hirschler’s 


store and Goodman 
clothing Sore. Néatly all of the 
Leeds stock could have been saved, 


but as it is the loss Is almost total 
unless the valuables tn the safe, which 
crashed into ithe basement remain in- 
tact. Mr. Albrecht recovered his: books 
but made no attempt to open his safe. 
This now ies tn the cellar, and if it 
fell face downward may have protect- 
ed the contents. 

The demtist otfice of E. C. Erwin, over 
Espenhain & <Albrecht’s, was envel- 
oped in the flames almost instantane- 
ously with the lodge rooms above and 
scarcely had the buze appeared in 
the window on Main. sireet, when the 
door caved in. Meantime the fire had 
worked through the east wall of the 
opera. house and the ttoppling cases told 
only too plainly that the jewelry store 
must go. Meantime three big streams 
were playing on the west wall of Good- 
man & \Hirschier’s clothing store which 
then seemed to be beyond saving. 


ESTIMATE OF LOSSES. 


Impessible to Obtuin an Accurate List | 


Last Night. 

Tt was impossible to obtain’ last 
might anything more than an Incom- 
plete estimate of the losses by fire ard 
water. The opera hous is a total Joss 
for mæt only will ‘the toppling waly 
have to ‘be pulled down, but dt is also 
thought the imense heat has greatly 
damaged the foundation. The Wilson 
Naylor estate, of which B. G. Cox is 
administrator, has usually carried 
$50,000 insurance with companies rep- 
resented by ‘Riddle & Hamilton Com- 
pany, ‘but recently tthe Ene was re- 
duced to $40,000. The building and 
ground was bought by Wilson Naylor 
fin. 1884 at about 40 per cent of its origi- 
mal æst. r 

Esponhaini& Albrecht had two . iy 
rooms and basements filed with | ta 
goods and while the stock Is usua \ 
lower during this season of tne veaa 
the firm had within tthe pasit few dayi 
received two or thnee carloxis of win- 
ter stock. The resident vartner, W. H. 
iAlbnecht was disinclined to make even 
an estimate of his losses nor cou'd he 
tell how extensive is the line o? insur- 
ance. One insurance agent had the 
impression that the insurance amount. 


ed to perhaps, $35,000, while he believed | 


the stock would be betweem $51,000 ard! 
| $60,000. Tlhene is not a vestige of it left. 
Jacob May’s saloon, on North Fourth 
| @wesi, Totha stage, iguan total logs, 
ang as one after another af the fifty 
barrels of whisky caveht flre the fames 
would leap to the very top of the 
charred walls. It is understood vhat 
May cupried litte or no insurance, waiie 
the loss well rcot up about $3,000. 
| The Opera House book store. owned 
by Evel. Godecke, went along with ev- 


‘ithe landing to the office, ar also to the || ervthimg else. Mr. Godecke could not be 
“opera house entrance, was then cov- || found but his loss !'s placed at $5,000. It 


j| could not be learned how much insur. 
ance is carried on this stock. 

To the east, E. W. Leed's jewelry 
store was the next to go. After Mr. 
Leed's arrived at the fire the stock was 
well enveloped in tlames so phat beyond 
saving his work berch, the watches un- 
der repair and one cise, hig Yoss is total. 
A fine, large Swiss wateh, a big chro- 
nemewer, much rare brie-atprac and 
Many clocks were alb destroyed. The 
big safe, containing diamonds and mote 

| valuable jewels, crashed through to tne 
PES O a may possi- 


r 4 
inewramce, 
$5,000. 
| Goodman & Hirschler’s damage is due x 
almost to water and smoke, and it may | © 
be found that the intense heat hus com- lie 
FI peted the work of destruction. Their | i i 
| stock is valued at $25,000, 0n which | es i 
there was perkaps $15,000, carried joint- f < 
ly by the several agenctes on the city. 
The fine Cincinnati House, owned by | 
Retz & Hasserbach, is completely gut- | 
ted, but it is mor known {ff the suhsian- 
tial walls of this recendy finished 
) structure are impaired. The building 
was.ithnely constructed and well appoint- 
ed in bath ruoms. steam heating and 
modern conveniences. It was ready for 
occupancy. but pending tenancy the pa 
owners were carrying but $1,500 insur- gi 
ance. Only yesterday they were orga | 
iby a Jocal agent to add $5,000 to their | = 
line of ingurance, but expressed a dt- 
sire to first secure a tenant. It is be-| 
lieved the loss cannot tall far short of 
i $10,000. 


Familton (Co. carried 23,uuu fo 
The sitvk was Vaiued at | n 
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HOW THE FIRE STARTED. 


Half Dozen Stories in Circulation As to 
the Origin. 

There are about a half dozen citizens 
to be found who have a story to tell 
| as to the origin of the fire. They were 
| in the immediate vicin-ty when the fire 
| was @iscoveradd. One of this numbers ís 
| James Stunklard, the avtorney. Mr. 
i Stunkiand says he is sure he heard an jj 
| explosion of some kind as he passed the |/ 
building a short tème before the fre 
was discovered Many contend that 
there are grounds for vhese stor.es, al- 
though Marfager Dickson says there 
were no chemicals or calcium effects 
in the theater, at least so far as he 

knew. 
Lun there is ancther story which, in jy 
Ja meastire, supports the statements as 
to an explosion. Fər some time pasti 
the stage carpenter of the theater. John 
McMinn, has been aware that some one 
was sneaking into the house at night 
and sleeping there. One night there 
| would be a winduwsyaised, the next 
‘might a lock picked. ` Every effort had Í 
beem mide to catch the person 
lor persons, ‘but with. no Surres, 
| One theory is that jast night this ‘‘sleep-| 
fer’ went into the building, struck a 
| match, ard in some manner ignited rhe 
ehemicals which caured the explosion 
hand set fire vo the building. This at 
T least is the accepted theory and many i 
believe it a correct one. It is, therefore, | 
not imporls/ble *hiait some one may have || 
perished in the place. 


ores 


HISTORY OF THE BUILDING. $ 


| Was Erected in 1871 Kya Stock Company 
—A Ilandsoime Theater. 

. The Naylor Opera House block was 
pout in 1871. It was erected at an ex- 
pense of $280,000. At the time of its erec- 
tion it was a handsome structure and 
| the pride of Terre Haute. It was five 
j stories high and had a frontage on 
Main street of sevemty-five feet. In 1871 
|James Hook, who dled a year ago, was 

! contracted with to build the block. It 
was owned by a stock company. The 

| Warrens, Samuet Early, C. B. Brokaw 

| and half a dozen others were the stock- 
; holders in the concern. After the erec- 
tion of the block it was mortgaged for 
$65,000. But the building did not pay 
expenses, and finally the mortgage 
; Was bought in by Bissell & Go. of Hart- 
ford, Conn. This company owned the! 
| busiding until 1884) when Wilson Naylar 
became tho possessor, He owned prop- 
erty in several parts of the city, and j 
this he traded in, giving some $50,000 in 
cash. Mr. Naylor purchased the build- 
ing from the mortgages for about $125,- 
000. When Mr. Naylor died his affairs | 
| were placed In the hands of Mr. B. G. | 
(Cox, who has since looked after the 
| opera house and business rooms and 
| offices. 
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F1866, the following record was made: 


| A committee, as foliows: J. M. Olcott, 
|J.H. Barr and W. R. McKeen, in behalf 
tof the city of Terre Haute, made the fol- 

blowing proposition: ) 


| To the Board of Trustees of the State Nor- 
mal School: 


The undersigned committee, appointed 
by the citizens of Terre Haute to present 
your honorable body their proposals to 
secure the location of the State Normal 
school at said city, have the honor to pre- 
sent the following: 

First—A donation of fifty thousand dol- 

‘lars in cash, payable to the board at such 
time or times as the board may neca the 
same for building purposes, with thirty 
days notice. 

Second—A donation of twenty-five 
thousand dollars in real estate, to-wit: 
the seminary lot, as described in the fol- 
lowing proposition. 

J. M. OLCOTT, } 
J. H. BARR, Committee. | 
W. R. Mckuen. Í 


The following was the proposal of is 


| the city of Terre Haute, as taken from 


the records: oe 
i TERRE HAUTE, May 14, th 

For the purpose of cecuring the location 
of the State Normal school at 


nade by the common council for the city | 
Or thane Haute, the city school board | 
hereby donates the property in Terre 
Haute known as thecounty seminar 
and building thereon, bounded as fol owas 
viz.: On the south by Mulberry epee è 
ihe west by Sixth street, on the nor y 
Eagle street, nnd on the east by a ley ‘et 
ning north from Mulberry to Hagle, $ 
| property being valyon 
+ Uje 
| thousand dotlars ($25, ee agen 


| For School Trustees City of Terre Haute. 
>) Qn the record the fol 


a 


Terre Haute, § 
in addition to the donation of $50,000, to be # 


lot, f 


at twenty-live! 


ing is found; | 
jowing lee ; 


Copy from tho board of the proceedings, 
sof the board of common council of the 
icity of Terre Haute, Ind., held at the reg- 
jujar session, on the Ist day of May, 1866: 

“Pye clerk laid before the board a roll of 
jpetitions addressed to the common coun- 
wcll of the city, praying for the app:0 pria- 
hion of £50,000, to secure the city of Terre 
\Haute the location of the State Normal g 

school. 
are also exhibited to the board a certifi- | 
cate signed by the clerk and treasurer of 
the city, to the effect that the said peti- 
tious ure signed by more than three- 
fourths of the resident tax-payers of sald | 
city. | 

‘Whereupon, W. R. McKeen, council. 
man of the First ward, oftered and 
moved the passage of the following ordl- 
nance in relation to the location of the | 
State Normal schoo!: 

“Reit ordained, by the common coun- 
cll of the city of Terre Haute, that for the 
purpose of securing to the city of Terre 

aute the location of the State Normal 
school, authorized by an act of the last 
general assembly of the state of Indiana, 
4thesum of fifty thousand dollars is here- 
‘by appropriated, to be raised and nego- 
‘tiated by theissue and sale of bonds of a 
like amount.’ 
| “On morion of Joseph Fellenzer, council- 
İman of the Second ward, the ayes and 
mays being called on the adoption of said 
ordinance, the vote resulted as follows: 
iAyes, W. R. McLeen, D. W. Minshall, 

Joseph Fellenzer, J. G. Crain, Allen 

‘Pence, W. B. Mewhinney, S. K. Allen, 

Mamnel Paddock and Thos. E. Lawes. 

Noes, none. Absent, V. E. Sparks. 


uiy, Albert Lange, mayor of the city of |} 


‘Terre Haute, in Vigo county, Indiana, 
lcertify that the foregoing is atrue and 


lecomplete transcript from the journal ofj] 


ithe hoard of common council of sald city, 
in relation to the locatton of the State 
‘Normal school. 

Witness my hand the seal of said city, 
this lth day of May, 1866. 


A. LANGE, 
Mayor.” 


TMf the Crey cour“al is Yae following: 


COY 5 J Ei O IV LUIL 
No other proposition2 were received. 
On motion of Mr. Hanna, the president 
Sf the board, was authorized to close up | 
in legal form acontract with the city of | 
Terre Hante for the loertion of the state | 
Normal schoo! at that place, 
| On motion of Barnabas Hobbs W. R. Me- | 
+ Keen, Esq., of Terre Haute, was appointed 
treasurer of the board, to give bond and 
security to be approved by the presi- |) 
dent of this board, in the sum of $50,000. | 
On motion of Mr. Hanna G. W. Hops 
Barnabas Hobbs, were appointed a com- 


f mittee to report the best plan of build- 


fing forthe normal school, and in aid af 


such purchase B. S. Hobbs: daemathorized 
to visitameditesof the normal sachools 
throogh GAlnited States naiir thelr, 
judgment West, ahd thatthe city oflerre 
| Haute is hereby requested to appoint 
“ome suitable person to advise and co-ope- 
Rte with said committee. 


7 Atameeting of the board April 10, 

| 1867, the following was presented and 
adopted asa basis of organization of 
the State Normal echool: 


TFirst—The Institution to consist of a 
Normal department, Model High school 
and Model Training schoo}, conducted dis- 
tinct from cach other, but in the same 
buitding. 

Second—The board to furnish the elly 
of Terre Haute with one High school ses- 
sion room, of capacity not exceeding one 
hundred and fifty pupils, and necessary 
recitation and ante-rooms. 

Third—That every department of the 
schoot be entitled alike to the benefits of 
general lectures on science, etc., and to 
| the use of apparatuses under the direc- 
| Lions of the Norma! trustees, 

Fourth—That the teachers of the High 
school be employed and paid by the city 
school board, thelr appointment subject 
| to the approval of the trustees of the 
Normal school. 4 

Fifth—The trustees of the Normal 
school wtll have the general munagement| 
of theorder and method of teaching of 
every department of the institution, but 
the admission of pupils and disciplinary 
authority of the High schoo! shal) belong 
to the city school board. 


The following entry is made regard- 
ing the agreement with the city of 
Terre Hause. 


O&€£FICE OF SECRETARY, l 
TERRE HAUTE, Ind., July 9, 1867 f 


x 


The secretary reported an agreement as 
required by law, entered Into by the city 
of Terre Haute with the board, to keep up 
one-half of the necessary repairs of butid- 

jingand grounds, and also the attorney! 
| general’s certificate snowing valid title to 
the Normal school grounds. 


On the 5th of July a record is made 
of the attorney general’s opinion of 
the title to the ground—that it is 
good, 

On the records of the city school/ 
board, at. Superintendent Wiley’s 
dilice is found the following entry, 
dated April 10, 1867. 


The following agreement entered inta 
the 10th day of April, 1847, between the 
| city of Terre Haute, in the state of Indi- 
ana, party of the frat part,by:and through 
its board of school trustees, and the board 
of trustees of the Indiana State Normal, 
arty of the second part, by John 
ngle, jr., president thereof, witness that 
in consideration as well as the contem- 
plated nse for High school purposes by 
said city, as a model school of the Indlana 
State Normal school, in accordance with 
an existing agreement between said par- 
ties of a part of the building, which the 
party of the second part proposes ‘to erect 
in said city, forthe purpose of said State 
Normal school,and also in acquirement by 
an act of the legislature. * © > © [Here 
| follows the clause agreeing to keep up 
half of the expense.) 


The agreement referred to, Prof. 
Wiley says, is not in the possession of 
the Terre Haute Trustees, but that 
reference is made to the one which re- 
quires the city to defray half of the ex- 


penses of repaira to the building. The | 


Normal authorities say the agreement | 
referred to is the one referring to the 
esta’, ahment of the Normal school in) 
this city given above. 


= h. Manager Dickson said that 
tn the event of their failure to procure 
‘a house immedtatery jr the city the 
would tr al) wr -habititw usa Harrison 
‘Park Casino drii the closerof the warm 
{weather Bany of Manager Dickson's 
l importat documents were destroyed 
lin the fire. A. part of his correspond- 
ence, however, was saved by Nicholas 
Fibeok, Jr.. who rushed into the opera 
house fice 2nd groped his way. 
through the @enSe smoke to Mr. Diok- 
son’s private desk. The young man 
was unable to unlock the drawers and 
was compelled to drag the desk down- 
stairs to save its contents. 


Teguar theatri! Aus 


| CHIEF GOODMAN TALKS. 


| He Thinks the Departwent Did Everything 
ip Ita Power. 

Ag ofclock this morning Chief Good- 
man was found still tramping through 
the ruins. Both he and Assistant Shus- 
ter sjayed with the men until the last 

! spank was extinguished. “fr. Goodman 
lis well satisfied with the work of the 
|l ‘firemen, which he characterizes as the 
| equal to anv department in the country. 
i Mr. Goodman was at the council cham- 
þer when the alarm was sent in. He 
ran from the building and in rwo min- 
F utes was on the scene. Knowing the 
opera house ‘from the cellar up and see- 
ing the fire was in the rigginmg-loft he 
hurried on ‘to Fifth street, where he} 
turned in a second alarm which brought 
jin all the extra men and every | 


ble plece of apparatus. Fifteen m'm- 
utes after the alarm was turned in cv- 
ery foot of hose was in aise. The hose | 
tauwer was stripped of everything and | 
eleven sireams were soon or the fire. | 
Assistant Shuster had) charge of the} 
men in the rear of the building and 
Chief Goodman directed, those in front 
and on the sides. Tihere was some 
trouble with hose and also with pres- 
sure, but tha chief and also the firemen 
say that on the whole the water works 
company gave good service: The hese 
that was bursted, and there were a doz- 
jen sections, were the sact.ans connect- 
ed with the esugizves: “The Empress 
salid a few days ago,” sald Chief Good- | 
man, “that the o'ty needed more fire 
hose. That such is the oase was qem- | 
Ineitrrated by this fire. The best of roze f 
a liable to burst and the only way to! 
bu prepared for an emergency is to have | 
plenty of it.” | 
The firemen were wet as rats when j 
they picked up thelr hose at daylight. | 
Jt had rained for three hours and the 
men were cold and stiff as they foaded | 
their wagons. Two campanies will he! 
kept pouring water into the build ngs | 
until 9 o'clock today. The colored com» | 
pany put out the last spark on the} 


opera house proper at 2:45. The south 
west Corner was the only spot on the 
‘zalis where there was a baze when i 
hey turned their hose out of the cellar 
+ put it out. 
‘Chief Goodman is loud in his praise 
of the police for their excellent work in 
keeping the crowd back. | 


Saw the Fire From Ctinton, 
The fire caused a, great deal of exoite- 


) ment t Clinton. The blaze was also 
Pseen | Dana. The Dana people teie- 
pho. to, Clinton, thinking that city 
was fire. The Cumton people went i 


to the rootfs of some of the stores and 
twatche' the fire fur more than an 
sour, The city council of Clinton was 

n session but when the report was re- 

ved that this cty was burning up 
a meeting was adjourned and Wiliam 
p er, N. C. Anderson, Dr. H. Nebe- 
hui k id H.-N. Mills, the Clinton elei- 
ae ir. in, Came down in a buggy to asver- 
" tain ihe extrnt of the damage, and also 
‘to render any assistance possible. The 
party arrived intime to see much of the 
fire and returned on ajate train, 


| 


There Was One Fight—Employe at Good- | 
man & Hirschier’s Injured. i 

There has perhaps never been a fire in 
Terre Haute which attracted as many 
peopie as the one last night. There | 
were a great maty people on the streets 
when the alarm was sounded, and by 
the time the department. arrived the 
streets for blocks were -packed with 
humanity. The police were called in 
from the surrounding @distriets and by 
the time the water was turned on, the 
streets had ‘been roped and there was 
a clear field for the firemen. With such 
a great and excited crowd to handle 
the officers had their hands full, but 
there was no serions trouble. 

Jack Kennedy, e&-chief of the depart- 
ment, was one af the busiest men on 
the block, Mr. Kennedy was out with 
the firemen. First he would take up a 
nozzle and stand for awhile with the 
men and then go at something else that 
needed attention. When-.be saw the | 
Cincinnati House was to be gutted he f 
tock an ax and, bursting in the door of 
Carney’s barber shop, which is on the 
frst floor of the hotel, called to somt 
bystanders to help carry out the things. 
Jack did much to assist the firernen 
and at the same time he worked to pro- 
tect his own place, which was but three 
doors from the burning hotel! 

Wiliam (Barwitsky, an employe of 
Goodman & WHirschler’s, was slightly 
injured during, the fire. He went into 
the store after scomethimg and ‘owas. 
Struck on the shoulder by a piece of 
falling timber. 


d 


the might. 

Every electric tight wire in the south 
and west part of town was dead during 
the fire. 

The trolley wire at Fifth and (Main 
was cut by order of the police as a 
double precaution. 

Many people are wondering if ithe | 
Terre Haute House Co. will resume 
thelr talk of a new opera house. 

The heat was so intense that tt broke 
the skylight out of the Kleeman Dry 
Goods ©o.’s bullding and to keep stray 
sparks from {gniting the interior of that 
building the fireman simply drenched 
everything inside. 

A report was ourrent fn the streets 
that we would need help fram Indtan- 
apolis, but the talk of outside assist- 
anoe ceased when the efficient work of 
the fire depértment was noticed. “It 
was just one hour and a half froni the 
time the ‘first alarm was sent in until 
they had it under control}. 


Notes. 
Not one accident wasweported during 


The Counc)! Hurriedly Adjourned. 

There was a council meeting going 
on when the first stroke of the fire gong 
in the police station was heard, and at 
once there was a stir among the mem- 
bers, Some one looked out and Seeing 
a blaze exclaimed “Its the opera 
house!” Mr. Briggs was in the midst 
of a speech on the alluwing of the bill 
of the lawyers umployed in the Ohio 
street opening, when everybody rushed 
to the windows. From the chamber 
there could be seen a tiny blaze appar- 
ently in the center of the root. From 
every window in the structure the 
blank smoke wus pouring in a dense 
volume. With the exclamation thar the 
opera house was in flames alnwst every 
member made a rush for the cloak 
roam, and inetwounlneres ciere were no 
councilmen present except Dr. Young 
ana iMr. Briggs The mayor, therefore, ji 
announced there would be a special | 
meeting Thursday night at which allj 
unfinished bustness would be taken up. 
The mayor thin went to the fire. 


n 
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to Restore Venerable Home of 
Old Indiana State Bank. 


Nearly concealed by scaffolding, the 
old Indiana State bank building on 
Ohio street, opposite the court house, 
is hardly recognizable these days. The 
building is the only type of Grecian 
t architecture in the city and the plan 
of the Memorial association to restore 


and preserve it is being generally 
praised. 

The Memorial association contem- 
plates the placing a tablet In the bulld- 
ing bearing the following or some sim- 
ilar inscfiption: 

“This Memorial hall is dedicated to 
the Soldiers and Sailors of Vigo coun- 
ty, to the wise and prudent Officers of 
the Bank occupying this building from 
its erection to the bank’s removal, and 
to the citizens who made its establish- 
ment possible.” 

To this will be added a list of the 
bank officials, as follows: President: 
Demas Deming, 1836-1845: Curtis Gil- 
bert, 1845-1853; Levi G. Warren, 1853- 
1865; Preston Hussey, 1865 to the clos- 
ing of the bank. Cashiers: James 
Farrington, A. B. Fontaine and Na- 
thaniel Preston, 1836-1849; Joseph S. 
Jenckes, 1849-1852; William R. Mc- 
Keen, 1852-1854; Preston Hussey, 1854- 
| 1865; Charles M. Warren, 1865 to itsi 
close, 

In addition to this the names of the 
following Vigo county soldiers who. 
were regimental commanders will bel 
added: Gen. Charles Cruft, colonel! 
Thirty-first infantry; Willam E. Mc- 
Lean, colonel Forty-third; Melville D. 
Topping, lieutenant colonel command- 
ing Seventy-first; John Pierson Baird, 
colonel Eighty-fifth; Alexander B. 
Crane, colonel Eighty-fifth; Robert N. 
Hudson, colonel One Hundred Thirty-! 
third; Wiliam H. S“airbanks, col- 
one! One Hundrey Forty-ninth; James 
K. Stewart, colorel Second cavalry; 
Robert R. Stewart, colonel Eleventh 
cavalry, It is also the purpose of the 
association to honor the regimental 
commanders and the bank officers with 
lart glass portralts placed in the dome 
of the bvilding. 

It is the intention of the Memorial 
association to erect an assembly hall | 
in the rear of the present building, but 
this will not be undertaken until the) 


work now in progress has been com- 
pleted. 
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From Cellar to Garrett the Interior Was 
Built of Wood. 


It is fortunate in the extreme that 
last night’s fire did not break out while 
there was a performance jin the thea- 


ter. Had it done so and the house been 
filled with people it is doubtful if alb 
of them could have escaped alive. Those 
who are familiar with the building 
know what a terrfbly unsafe place it 
was. Down in the cellar, where the 
great sills are laid, the heavy timbers 
¿are to be found. From one floor to an- 
other there is nothing but wood. In- 
deed, people whille in attendance at en- 
tertainments when there was an un- 
usually large crowd present, have been 
uneasy lest the galleries should fall. 
Back on the stage of the theater was 
where one could get a glimpse of tthe 
trap and realize what a dreadful thing 
a fire would be. Under the stage there 
was nothing but woud. Big owk 'tim'bers 
Supported the elevation wile on every 
hand was to be seen dressing rooms 
constructed of light pine and poplar 
boards, On each side of the stage were 
Stairways leading down. These pas- 
sageways were also of light material 
and so constructed that in case there 
was a ‘fire under the stage it would 
have been an impossibility for the ac- 
, tors to have escaped except-by the main 
exit to the theater. 
while a bad place, in the event of fire, 
was not to be compared, so far as dan- 
ger goes, with the wpper part. There 
were two stage galleries, one a small 
“supers’” gallery, amd the other a 
mammoth concern for the flymen. Here 
the drop curtains were hung, and still 
higher up was the toft. In this loft the 
dust of years had ‘been allowed to ac- 
cumulate. The robes of Edwin Booth 
“eta up some of 'the dust which lay 
fon the network of pine rafters. The 
| trim foot of Lizzie ‘Daly started same 
lof it-toward ithe celling. It was in this 
mass of rubbish, broken scenery and 
opera house paraphernalla that the fire 
started. Said a business mandust night 
„while watching the mad leap of the 
flames: “Were it not for the loss to 
the people whose investments are tn tthe 
building I would be glad to see it burn. 
Tt is thoroughly unsafe, a fire trap of 
the worst kind.’* 
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OLD SCENES RECALLED: 
KA ee 
ee tiscences of the Stage as It Was 
1 Twenty-Five Years Ago. 
| As the flames enveloped the old opera 
house and the ruins went crashing 
| down through the stage, and: ‘the paint- 
| ed ceiling and great ch'andeHer felpinto 
| the space below, many an old patron of 
the house recalled the audiences that 
gathered there to greet upon that stage 
»the celebrities of the theatrical and 
operatic world. It was akmost twenty- 
) five years ago that the famous John E. 
|, Owens opened with Solon Shingle and 
Major De Boots what was then one of 
the ‘hand'somest opera houses in the’ 
West. Since then many of the most 
| admired artists, actors and orators who 
Ti are now dead and whose performances 
Ti are now recalled as rare and privileged 
reminiscences, not soon to be equated, 
appeared before large houses, for Terre 
Haute always gave fine audiences to 
merit. Aimong those who are gone that 
appeared wpon that vanished stage were 
Neilson, as Juliet; E. L. Davenport, 
| John McCullough, Mra. D. P. Bowers, 
1 Caroline Richines Bernard, Edwin 


i bott, J. K. Emmett, Victoria and Ro- 
}sina Vokes, Annie Pixley, John T. Ray- 
mond, George Knight, Ben DeBar, Ring. 
gold, in Henry V, and Frank Mayo. 
Among lecturers who wil never be 
heard again on any stage were Henry 
Tard Beecher, Oliver P. Monton, Eu- 
> Meld and Bill Nye, 
mactors avd artists who arc 


Booth, Lawrence Barrett, Kimma Ab-! 


The stage proper, | 


5! 
win, Crane, Robson, Froid Wirde, Louis 
James, MkiKee Rankin, Couldovk, Fran. 
cis Wiitscn, Mrs. John Drew, Lotta, 
Clara Morris, Genevieve Ward, Janan- 
schek, Mirs. Seguin, Julia Marlowe, Mr. 
land Mrs. Kendall, Lily Langtry, Fenix 
Morris, Rhea, Herne and Cara Louise 
Kellogg. 

There was seen alt the popular min- 


strels, artists of renown dn ther line, | 


of the time when thirteen was a luoky 
number, and sinse, when Haverly nevo- 
Jutionized the Ethiopian stage with his 
company of elghity. 


| 
There have been beautiful perform 


ances on that stage by our own ama- 
teurs whieh we thought would never be 
surpassed, and some of them have not 
been, though given ten to fifteen yeans 
ago. 


SUPPLY OF WATER. 


| Superintendent Williamson Says the Pres- 
sure Showed 125 Founda. 

At the beginning of the fire there 
was a good deal of speculation as to 
whether the water pressure would be 
suficient for it was noticed that the 
stream was very weak from one ine 
of hose on Fourth street. In regard to 
this, Superintendent L. L. Williamson 
of the Water Works company, said 
last might: 

“The plug was evidenily mow turned 
on right for we had om 125 pounds of 
steam pressure shortly after the first 
alarm, and om account of bursting 
hose I took a cab and went to the 
| works where the pressure was reduced 
to 110 pounds, We ought not ‘to Ibe 

held responsibte for the poor hose 
which the council has furnished.” 


SOME OF THE SUFFERERS. 


Scenes Attending the Breaking Out of the 
Big Fire 

| Robert Thompson, the merchant po- 

iceman, and young Charles Ryan were 

perhaps the first to notice that 

bulding was on fire. Mr. Thompson 

came out of the alley in the rear of 


Teel's hardware store just as Mr. Ryan | 


came avrogs Fourth street. They looked 
up at the same time and both shouted 
“fire.” Mr. Thompson started up the 
baak stairs to the opera house, intend- 


‘ing ‘to pull the box, which is located | 


near the door, butt before he reached the 
door the bells at the Four’s reel house 
sounded. As jit was plain to be seen 
the fire was going to break out dimectly 
over 
place were notified. There was a rush 
to 'the street. One old soak, however, 
ran back again and sald tnat as the 
place would in all probability burn 
| down he would take one farewell drink. 
Mr. May lost everything. He carried 
his cash register out and gathered up 
a few valuables, but as the fire was 
burning so fiercely he was forced to 
close his doors and leave the saloon. 
While his fixtures were valuable, Mr. 
May's chief loss Hes in the fact that in 
his cellar there were nearly fifty bar- 
rels of whisky and a number of casks 
of wine, These took fire when. the floors 
| fell, and for a long time furnished in- 
tense hear. 

James Stunkiard and an Express re- 
porter saved Attorney Higgins’ law li- 
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May's saloon the people in vhe | 


brary. Mr. Stunkard forced in the door | 


and in a very short t:me must of the 
books had been carried.to the opposite 
side of the street. Mr. Higgins would 
have suffered great loss had those books 
been consupged. 
Many Thrown Out of Employment. 
The destruction of the Espenhain & 


‘Aibrecht store will fatl heavily on a | 


large number of people. There were 
| employed in the place about 100 men 
land women, all of whom are now 
thrown out of employment. Mr. Al- 
brecht was early on the scene and suc- 
ceede iu ihle papers 
ahi pap 
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gave way. Two.minutes before the 
crash coame which cafcied’the entire up- 
per part of the building dow. a fireman | 
appeared at the second-story windcwd 
and instantly the crowd shouted for him | 
to get out. He did not hurry until a | 
loud cragh in the rear of the building. 
He had just reached the sidewalk when 
the entire interior of the building went 
into the celiar. 

Masonic Lodge No. 86 will lose fully 
$1,600 by the fire. The lodge rooms are | 
on the second floor and everything the 
order had was consumed. Even the 
charter, on which are the names of 
zome of Terre Haute'’s oldest residents, 
was food for the flames. In at B. L. 
Goedecke’s the damage is almost, if not 
fully, as great aS at Espenhain & Al- 
brecht’s. The store was not completely 
gutted, by fire, but every book in the 
place wag soaked, after being knocked 
from the shelves by the streams of wa- 
ter. E. W. heeds’ store ls a sight. AN 
over the floors there is scattered ‘fine 
silverware, clocks, ete There are a 
number of watches on the {floor also, 
though most of the valuable timepieces 
were in the large safe, which is now 
buried in the cellar. There was insur- | 
ance on these goods to the amount of | 
$3,000. It 4s dificult to reckon the dam. | 
age done at Goodman & Hirschler’s, 
though it will be very ‘heavy.. The-+firm 
(owned the building in which their stock 
wasioocated. The building was insured, 
but by no means for what it was worth, 
There was little insurance on the stook. 
It has been but a few daye since Mr. 
Goodman canceled @ policy: on ‘hts 
Stock. He reached his store last night 
‘in time to open the safe and take his 
‘pooks and $500 out. Mr. Goodman's son 
started upstafrs to get atbundie of | 
clothes the tallors had just: finished, 
but was driven back by the smoke. 
Charles Murphy, proprietor fof the Op- | 
era xchange saloon, took no chances 
on losing ‘his goods. He summoned a 
crowd of men and the barrels of whisky 
were rolle across (Main stréet into the 
| alley. 

Some damage was done the stock of 
Kleemam’s. The fire was rapidly fick- 
ing up tthe stares and as there was a 
stiff wind blowing from the southwest 
tthe firemen had about concluded that 
part! of the square west of the alley 
was doomed and accordingly took a 
position on ithe roof of Kleeman’s 
store. The eckylight was open and 
some sparks were ito be sean om the; 
floor, The nozzle was turned tn ana! 
ones floor of the building drenched. 
The employes of the Havens & Geddes 
stone, half a block away, climbed ‘to 
tthe top or ‘took positions im the upper | 
windows. They opened tthe windows, | 
but promptly closed them again when | 
Fire Chief (Goodmam shouted up the 
order. 


MANAGER DICKSON’'S PLANS. 


Expects to Provide a Playhouse 
Theatergoers at Once. 

Manager Dicksom of the opera ‘house 
was at Harrison Park tast wight when 
news reached him that the theater was 
burning, Oe harriet to the city and 
at Once saw that the house was doomed, 
He immediately dispatched a message 
to George S. Dikson at Indianapolis, 


For; 


who is at the head of the Dickson cir- 


cuit, informing ‘him of the loss of the 
theater, Instructions were wired here 
to immediately chose the option on 
Dowling Hath The @ispatch also stated 
that a scento artist would be here to- 
day. 

As Dowling Hall cannot be utilized 
by the Dicksons it is not known what 
steps will be takem towards providing 
a play house for Terre Haute people. 
(Manager (Dickson sate last night that 
the firm would procure a place of en- 
tertalnment somewhere in the etty, He 
could mot tel, ‘the said, what would be , 


done PF a the arrival of George Dic! 
—— oe e o a 


